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LaSalle-Peru Township High School Board of Education

Learn...Grow...Lead...Excellence is Our Standard!

The LP Board of Education approved a proposal by LP’s 
administrative team Wednesday night to issue cellular 
phones to the district’s faculty who do not have assigned 
phones. In the proposal, Verizon was recommended as 
the preferred vendor.
With an expected rollout in January 2016, LP’s faculty 

and some staff members will receive basic talk-and-text 
cell phones that will serve two important roles.
First, it will greatly increase faculty members’ ability to 

communicate with parents and students. It is strongly 
believed that students’ academic performance improves 
when teachers are in regular contact with parents and 
students to share information on successes and areas 
that need improvement. Currently, faculty members are 

limited to a small number of departmental phones and 
their own personal phones for this purpose. By provid-
ing faculty with a phone, it will be much easier and less 
costly to them to reach out and connect with LP families.
Second, the plan creates an enhanced back-up system 

to the district’s emergency communication protocols. 
Once the phone plan is implemented, if there were to 
be a major crisis on campus, faculty members would not 
need to rely on the district’s intercom system to notify 
administration of a situation or share updates. Instead 
they would be able to easily through call or texting com-
municate with offi ce staff or local police personnel.
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Faculty Phones to Increase Contact, Safety

The Board of Education on Wednes-
day approved a tentative 2016-2017 
tax levy that would slightly increase 
district tax rates by 4.56 percent.
The new tax rate “will help us in some 
critical areas in the budget,” Superin-
tendent Steven Wrobleski said, not-
ing that it will assist in the funding of 
the district’s technology and facility 
needs while also addressing increas-
ing operational costs tied to salaries.
For a homeowner with a home val-

ued at $50,000 the tentative tax rate 
would mean an estimated annual in-
crease of $7.36; for a home valued at 
$200,000 the annual increase would 
be just under $42.
Wrobleski also noted that the district 
continues to have one of the small-
est tax rates among school districts in 
LaSalle County, but more importantly 
he shared the impact that Tax Incre-
ment Financing districts have had on 
LP.

Based on LaSalle County records, LP 
has experienced the greatest loss in 
Equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV) 
among local school districts, which 
ultimately hampers the district’s abil-
ity to receive local property tax rev-
enue.
“That’s $81 million in EAV that we 
can’t capture,” Wrobleski said.

Board Approves Tentative 2016-2017 Tax Levy


